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Persistent Pastors
By Dr. Harold Senkbeil

Now and then | hear from young pastors, recent grads, all of them. Most of
them zealous, some of them gifted, but all of them bothered. And what
bothers them? Lots of things, actually. Sometimes it’'s something they
wished they’d been taught in the seminary. Others, more honest, are
bothered by something they wished they’d paid closer attention to in the
seminary. It’s always gratifying to be asked to respond to these sorts
questions — of whichever variety.

But the most satisfying questions fall into neither category. These are
the questions that arise out of the deep recesses of genuinely pastoral
concern: “Why do some people seem to pay no attention to God’s Word?”
“Why is it that God’s people often seem bent on self-destruction?” “What
do you do when you’re aching to tend the sheep, but they go off on their
own?” Now questions like that
do my heart good; for they are
a sure sign of a true shepherd’s
soul.

My counsel to these
concerned pastors usually
consists of variations on one
theme: patience. You see, if
we can learn anything from the
Scriptures and the ancient
heritage of the care of souls,
it’s this: impatient shepherds
are their own worst enemy.

While we don’t want pastors to

be slackers, we certainly don’t want activists in the Office either. You
see, souls are not won or kept by hectic activity, but by steady, deliberate
action in service of Jesus Christ, who is the real Bishop and guardian of
souls. Whoever wants to provide real help in Christ’s sheep pen had
better keep one steady eye on the sheep and his other eye on the Good
Shepherd.

Frenetic busyness militates against careful pastoral work. St. James
frames the whole problem in words that sound quaintly antique to our
215t Century ears, but are actually cutting edge and

state of the art: Continues on page 2...

“...that in these gray and latter days, there may be those whose song is praise, Each life a high DOXOLOGY unto the Holy Trinity.”

Martin Franzmann 1907-1976




Registration Open!

DOXOLOGY has begun to accept
registrations for enrollment in the
three phase pastoral training
program. Registration materials
are available on the web site
www.doxology.us

Since the public announcement
of DOXOLOGY'’s training program in
December 2007, registrations have
been coming in steadily from across
the nation.

If you have interest in attending
the 2008 Wisconsin or Nebraska
DOXOLOGY events this summer,
please register now! Our
enrollment capacity is limited.

We do require that pastors
include a Congregational Pledge of
Support with their registration

materials. Plan now to talk with
your congregational chairman, or
lay leaders about this great training
opportunity. Lay leaders have been
uniformly supportive of the
program and very impressed to
learn that the DOXOLOGY program
invites their participation in the
training!

Scholarship Grants Available

Every congregation that enrolls its
pastor in the 2008 Wisconsin or
Nebraska sessions of the
DOXOLOGY training program
automatically receives a
scholarship grant in the amount of
$1,800!

Due to the generosity of LCMS
World Relief and Human Care, the
Siebert Foundation and another
very generous gift from an
anonymous donor, we are delighted
to be able grant these sizable
scholarships. Congregations will
receive eight days of training, room
and board for their pastor, two days
of training, room and board for one
lay leader and two days of
programming, room and board for
the pastor’s wife.

No special financial application
forms or District nominations are
required. Pastors simply need to
complete the registration form,

have a lay leader sign the
Congregational Pledge of Support
and the scholarship is immediately
applied to your account.

DOXOLOGY continues to
welcome the financial support of
foundations as well as donations
from laity who love their Lord and
would like to support the Office of
the Holy ministry.

If you know of an individual or
a group that would be interested in
contributing to DOXOLOGY, please
contact us! We would like to meet
and to talk with people who can
help us to continue providing these
scholarships to pastors for our
future training events. Simply
send an e-mail to

byahnke@doxology.us and we will

contact you.
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Be patient, therefore,
brothers, until the coming of the
Lord. See how the farmer waits
for the precious fruit of the
earth, being patient about it,
until it receives the early and the
late rains.

My father never studied
agriculture, but he was a diligent
and ardent farmer all his life. One
of my earliest memories is of him
kneeling in a recently planted corn
field, using his hardened,
calloused farmer hands to tenderly
brush the soil away from the
swollen seeds he knew lay under
that deep black Minnesota loam.
Already in those cool June days
he was checking for signs of
germination, that first sprout of life
that would become a tall, vigorous
stalk with dark green leaves
waving in the August sunshine.
But in his mind’s eye he looked far
beyond tropical August to frosty
October, when kernel-laden cobs
would tumble out of the picker in a
rich golden harvest.

My dad worked hard each day.
Tilling, planting, cultivating,
tending — looking for the harvest.
But all the while he worked he
knew that all his labor could
produce nothing. The crop itself
was a product of the Creator’s
gifts: soil, seed, rain, sunshine,
and time...lots of time.

Impatience strangles a farmer’s
soul. Patience builds endurance.
So calm down and hunker

down for the whole growing
season. The joy of the harvest
awaits. You can’t make the crop
grow — but you can plant and you
can tend. The twin hallmarks of
the faithful pastor are patience
and persistence.

“...that in these gray and latter days, there may be those whose song is praise, Each life a high DOXOLOGY unto the Holy Trinity.”

Martin Franzmann 1907-1976
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How to Find Us
You may find DOXOLOGY
in the following ways
either online or mail and
telephone:

On the web:
www.doxology. us

Email:
byahnke@doxology.us
hsenkbeil@doxology.us

Mail:

DOXOLOGY

3415 Tall Oaks Drive
Brookfield, WI 53045

Telephone:
Dr. Senkbeil 262/527-2683
Dr. Yahnke 262/527-2685

3

Training Sites Sought for Future Events

If you are aware of a fine retreat
facility that you believe would be
conducive to worship, work,
learning and rest, please let us
know about it. We’ll be happy to
follow-up on any suggestions that
you may have regarding venues that
we might never discover on our
own.

DOXOLOGY sent out nearly
7,000 e-mails to pastors in the
LCMS announcing our training
program and inviting churches to
register their pastors. The
response from clergy across the
nation has been heartening.

Our first training events are
scheduled to take place in the
summer of 2008. We have found
wonderful retreat sites for our
meetings in Wisconsin and in
Nebraska. Despite our Midwest

Kleinig Pastoral Care DVD Being Produced

DOXOLOGY is pleased to report that
we will be producing a Hi Definition
DVD featuring Dr. John Kleinig. Dr.
Kleinig serves as Professor and Dean
of Chapel at the Australian Lutheran
College in Adelaide; SA, Australia.
He is a valuable member of
DOXOLOGY’s international Board of
Advisors.

Kleinig accepted DOXOLOGY’s
invitation to offer a series of filmed
conversations on pastoral theology
and the specific challenges to which
God’s servants are heir by virtue of
their holy office. Kleinig speaks
with deep Biblical insight and a

sense of urgency regarding the need
for pastors to tend to their own
souls as well as to the souls of their
sheep. Kleinig’s presentation
invites reflection and offers
encouragement to those whom God
has called as pastors in His church.

The Kleinig DVD will be an
integral part of the DOXOLOGY
training curriculum. We are
pleased to be able to capture and
to share the teaching of a world
renowned Lutheran teacher in our
program.

locations, we were delighted to
receive multiple registrations from
California and Washington.

Some pastors and District
Presidents have inquired whether
DOXOLOGY will be offering future
events in other regions. The
answer is a definite “yes!” In the
next couple of months we hope to
identify the next three geographical
sites for our training programs.

“...that in these gray and latter days, there may be those whose song is praise, Each life a high DOXOLOGY unto the Holy Trinity.”

Martin Franzmann 1907-1976
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UPCOMING PRESENTATIONS

The Executive Directors of DOXOLOGY, Dr. Harold Senkbeil and Dr. Beverly Yahnke are able to accept a
limited number of speaking engagements annually.

If your District conference committee or group is seeking a distinctive program that equips pastors
to provide spiritual care and Christian counsel, or if you welcome a challenging and engaging program
for educators or laity we welcome your inquiry.

April 7-9, 2008

April 28-30, 2008

June 8, 2008

June 28, 2008

August 6-8, 2008

August 11-13, 2008

August 22-23, 2008

August 24, 2008

Dr. Harold Senkbeil and Dr. Beverly Yahnke
South Wisconsin District Pastors’ Conference
Brief Presentation on DOXOLOGY training

Dr. Harold Senkbeil

New England District Church Workers’ Conference
Ocean Edge Resort, Cape Cod, Brewster, MA
“Catechesis: Dying to Live”

Dr. Beverly Yahnke

Concordia Bible Institute: Lake Shore Lutherhostel

Concordia University Wisconsin

“A Disciple’s Guide to Depression: Responses to the Quiet Epidemic”

Dr. Beverly Yahnke

Concordia Deaconess Conference
Concordia University Wisconsin
Banquet Speaker

Dr. Harold Senkbeil and Dr. Beverly Yahnke
Rocky Mountain District
DOXOLOGY'’s Circuit Counselor Training Program

Dr. Harold Senkbeil

Concordia Theological Seminary Continuing Education
Port Charlotte, FL

“Equipped to Serve”

Dr. Harold Senkbeil

Lay Leadership Training
Portland, Oregon
“Equipped to Serve”

Dr. Harold Senkbeil

Lay Leadership Training
Messiah Lutheran Church
Marysville, Washington
“Equipped to Serve”

“...that in these gray and latter days, there may be those whose song is praise, Each life a high DOXOLOGY unto the Holy Trinity.”

Martin Franzmann 1907-1976



September 18, 2008

September 23-24, 2008

September 26-30, 2008

October 2-4, 2008

October 8-11, 2008

October 23-24, 2008

October 31, 2008
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Dr. Beverly Yahnke
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Fargo, North Dakota
Community Education Outreach Program

Dr. Beverly Yahnke
English District Conference
“The Spiritual and Mental Well-Being of Pastors”

Dr. Beverly Yahnke

University Lutheran Chapel - University of Minnesota
Campus Ministry Fall Study Weekend

“The Quiet Epidemic on Campus:

Caring Christian Responses to Depression and Suicide”

Dr. Beverly Yahnke

Wheat Ridge National Symposium on Health and Hope

“A Disciple’s Guide to Depression: Providing Christian Hope”
“Compassion Fatigue: Thriving Even When We Love Others Sacrificially”

Dr. Beverly Yahnke
Minnesota North District Parish Nurses Conference
Certificate Program in Christian Counsel and Care Nurses

Dr. Beverly Yahnke

lowa East and lowa West District Teachers Conference

“Teachers' Guide to Depression: Everything They Never Taught Us at
College (But We Need to Know Now)”

“Compassion Fatigue: A Blueprint for Thriving Even When You Care LOTS
and LOTS About The Kids You Serve”

Dr. Harold Senkbeil and Dr. Beverly Yahnke

North Wisconsin District Pastoral Conference

Green Bay, Wisconsin

“CPR for Troubled Marriages: Practical Skills to Assist Parishioners Whose
Marriages are Struggling for Survival.”

“A Church Worker's Special Challenge: Marriage in a Stained Glass Fish
Bowl”

Please FORWARD THIS TO OTHERS who may be interested.
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