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CONNECTING, LEARNING, INNOVATING- CLI
"IN HIS IMAGE"- CHRISTIAN SEXUALITY CONFERENCE

PASTORS CONFERENCE
SCHEDULE

Tuesday, June 4, 2024
In His Image: Christian Sexuality
Pastors Conference

12:30pm Check In & Registration

1:00pm Welcome, Greetings, and Opening Prayer

1:30pm Pastoral Care for those Who Cohabit (Fleming)

2:30pm Break

2:45pm GPS Essentials for Travel Through Demanding Conversations (Yahnke)
3:45pm Break

4:00pm Pastoral Support for Families of Transgender Children (Fleming)
5:00pm Closing Prayer

5:15pm Dinner
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PASTORS CONFERENCE
SESSION DESCRIPTIONS

Pastoral Care for Those Who Cohabit

Every pastor is challenged by couples who cohabit. The nature of this public sin afflicts the
consciences of those engaging in this outward act of inward sin, as well as the consciences of
parents, grandparents church members, congregational leaders and the pastor, as well.
Consciences are burdened and there is need to confront worldly wisdom with confident Christian
invitation to a “more excellent way. (Fleming)

GPS Essentials for Travel Through Demanding Conversations

Maintaining relationships throughout a conversational minefield is one of the things that most
of us must confront whether we are pastors, principals or teachers. We've all responded to angry
or challenging parents, students, or colleagues. Unfortunately, we don’t always navigate with
the confidence and tools that could be mast helpful. This presentation will take a careful look at
the anatomy of difficult conversations, outlining professional/pastoral strategies for maintaining
control, respect and reducing our own anxieties- while working towards the best possible
outcomes for the student, parent, parishioner or colleague. (Yahnke)

Pastoral Support for Families of Transgender Children

The need to support families of transgender children has become increasingly clear to pastors.
This presentation explores how it is that pastors and parishes may be able to become places of
refuge and support for family members. This presentation will include the review of case study,
complete with resources that have been used effectively to create Christian support groups for
family members. (Fleming)



In His Image: Sexuality Conference
Presenter Bios:

Rev. David Fleming is DOXOLOGY’s Executive Director for Spiritual Care. He also remains part-time at Our
Savior Lutheran Church in Grand Rapids, Mi, where he has served as Senior Pastor from 1993-2019. He is
a 1986 graduate of Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN. And, he serves on the Concordia
University Wisconsin Board of Regents. Pastor Fleming is an often requested presenter for district and
regional conferences, Lutheran Worship conferences and has served missionaries and pastors
throughout the US and the world. He has authored a variety of articles and the Concordia Publishing
House Advent resource, “God Loves me Dearly.” He LOVES teachers! Fleming and his (teacher) wife,
Marie, Nee Wunderlich, have three children and three granddaughters.

Dr. Beverly K. Yahnke is a clinical psychologist serving as the Executive Director of Christian Counsel for
DOXOLOGY. During her 25 years in private clinical practice, she provided care for church workers and
their families. She has also served as Department Chair and Professor of Psychology at Concordia
University Wisconsin where she was named “Faculty Laureate”. Most recently, her work with DOXOLOGY
has focused on providing pastors, teachers, and church workers with opportunities for renewal and
advanced training. Dr. Yahnke has written numerous articles about psychology, education, and faith, and
is a frequently invited speaker for clergy and educator conferences. She also serves on the Board of
Regents of Concordia Theological Seminary in Ft. Wayne, Indiana.




